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THE 


YOUTHFUL  PILGRIM. 


The  first  time  I saw  the  Child  she 
was  sitting  by  the  way-side,  weeping. 

She  had  always  been  travelling  in 
the  path  of  Sin,  through  a country 
whose  ruler  was  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
ness. 

This  Prince  employed  many 
i agents,  to  tempt  those  onward  who 
5 were  travelling  in  this  path,  and  he 
was  not  willing  that  any  should  es- 
cape from  it  and  find  the  way  of  Life. 
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Now  I saw  that  at  the  end  of  the 
path  in  which  the  Child  was  travel- 
ling lay  Death  and  Destruction,  and 
for  those  who  had  once  fallen  into 
their  power,  there  seemed  to  be  no 
hope  of  return. 

The  Child,  though  young,  had 
joined  in  the  giddy  chase  after 
Folly  and  Pleasure,  who  with  smil- 
ing faces  still  stood,  beckoning  her 
to  follow  them.  But  her  feet  were 
sore  and  bleeding  from  travelling 
over  the  rough  and  thorny  way 
through  which  they  had  already  led 
her,  and  weary  and  sad  she  had 
seated  herself  almost  in  despair,  not 
knowing  whither  to  go.  By  reason 
of  a film  which  was  over  her  eyes, 
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she  could  see  no  path  but  the  one 
in  which  she  had  been  walking ; and 
no  guides  but  those  who  had  al- 
ready misled  her,  and  who,  although 
they  had  promised  much,  had  al- 
ways cheated  and  deceived  her ; and 
she  dared  to  trust  to  them  no 
longer. 

Then  a still  small  voice  whispered 
in  her  ear,  “Turn  ye!  Turn  ye!  for 
why  will  ye  die?”  and  pointing  to- 
ward the  path  of  Life,  it  said — 

“This  is  the  way:  walk  ye  in  it.” 

But  still  she  could  discover  no 
way  but  the  one  in.  which  she  had 
always  been  travelling ; and  through 
the  darkness  which  had  now  settled 
round  her,  she  saw  no  gleam  of  light, 
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by  which  she  might  be  guided  into 
another  path.  Then  the  voice  whis- 
pered— 

“My  word  is  a lamp  unto  thy  feet 
and  a light  unto  thy  path.” 

And  she  found,  directly  under  her 
hand,  a Book,  which  had  long  laid 
neglected,  a little  way  from  her.  It 
was  a Guide-book,  and  the  only  one 
which  can  teach  those  who  wish  to 
find  and  pursue  the  way  to  life. 
The  Child  had  often  seen  this  Book 
before  and  carelessly  passed  it  by. 
She  had  many  times  heard  it  read, 
but  gave  no  heed  to  its  directions, 
and  now,  for  the  first  time  in  her 
life,  she  felt  its  great  value. 

“This  must  be  what  I need,”  said 
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she,  “to  tell  me  liow to  escape  from 
this  path  of  sin  and  sorrow  and 
death,  and  avoid  all  the  snares  that 
are  laid  for  my  feet,  and  to  lead  me 
to  a path  of  safety  and  happiness.” 
Eagerly  she  seized  and  opened  the 
precious  volume ; but  the  first  words 
that  met  her  sight  only  increased  her 
distress.  They  were  these : 

“The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall 
die.” 

Turning  over  the  leaves  hastily, 
hoping  to  find  some  words  to  soothe 
her  troubled  spirit,  her  eye  was  ar- 
rested by  these : 

“There  is  a way  that  seemeth 
right  unto  a man,  but  the  ends 
thereof  are  the  ways  of  death.” 
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“Ah,  that  is  the  path  I am  in,” 
said  the  Child.  “The  end  of  it  is 
Death,  and  I must  leave  it;  but 
whither,  ah,  whither  shall  I go?” 

“ Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,” 
whispered  the  voice,  “and  the  un- 
righteous man  his  thoughts,  and  let 
him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he 
will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our 
God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.” 
“But,  how  return?”  asked  the 
Child. 

Then  the  same  kind  monitor 
pointed  her  to  the  words,  “I  am  the 
Way  and  the  Truth  and  the  Life.” 
“They  that  seek  me  early  shall  find 
me.”  “Wisdom’s  ways  are  ways 
of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths 
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are  peace.”  “ Come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I will  give  you  rest.” 

Then  the  Child  fell  on  her  knees 
and  prayed  the  Lord,  who  had  kindly 
sent  this  heavenly  messenger  to 
whisper  in  her  ear,  that  he  would 
grant  her  a light  and  a guide  to 
help  her  to  find  that  way  which  she 
could  never  find  of  herself ; and  the 
Lord  heard  her  prayer,  and  gracious- 
ly condescended  to  send  her  two 
guides,  with  whom  it  was  necessary 
that  she  should  take  the  first  steps 
on  her  returning  path. 

The  first  of  these  was  a severe- 
looking  dame,  and  her  name  was 
Conviction;  and  the  other,  stern 
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though  kind,  was  called  Repentance. 
The  first  was  sent  to  lead  the  Child 
back  again  over  the  difficult  way  she 
had  trod,  and  step  by  step  point  out 
all  the  sins  she  had  heaped  up  in  the 
path,  making  it  a dangerous  one  for 
her  to  tread,  and  a painful  one  to 
return  upon.  But  she  looked  so 
gloomy  and  severe  that  the  Child 
dreaded  to  go  with  her,  and  though 
Conviction  once  took  her  by  the 
hand,  she  tried  to  shake  her  off  and 
turned  again  to  Folly  and  Pleasure, 
who,  looking  so  kind  and  pleasant, 
were  pointing  onward,  and  using 
every  endeavour  to  induce  her  to 
follow  them  again.  But  the  voice 
whispered  in  her  ear,  “Go  not 
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after  them,”  while  Conviction  ad- 
dressed her  thus : 

“Look,  Child!  The  way  in  which 
you  are  walking  most  surely  leads  to 
present  sorrow,  and  in  the  end  to 
Everlasting  Death.  The  only  way  to 
save  yourself  is  to  retrace  the  steps 
you  have  already  trod,  till  you  come 
to  the  entrance  to  the  path  of  Eter- 
nal Life.  Never  again  will  it  be  so 
easy  for  you  to  return  as  at  this  mo- 
ment. The  farther  you  go,  the  more 
obstructions  you  will  heap  up  in  the 
path,  and  the  more  difficult  will  it  be 
to  get  back  again.  Then  turn  your 
back  upon  those  who  are  beckoning 
you  to  ruin.  Strive  to  enter  in  at 
the  Strait  Gate.” 
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Then  the  troubled  Child  opened 
her  Guide-book,  and,  while  she  was 
reading,  Conviction  took  a stronger 
hold  of  her ; and,  in  spite  of  her  efforts 
to  escape,  led  her  back  again  over 
the  road  she  had  already  travelled. 

Repentance  walked  close  by  the 
other  side  of  the  Child ; and  as  Con- 
viction made  her  pause  and  look  at 
each  sin  she  had  left  in  the  path- 
way, Repentance  caused  tears  of 
bitter  sorrow  to  flow,  and  made  her 
promise  to  turn  from  these  sins  for 
ever.  And  so  the  Child  went  on  be- 
tween the  two,  mourning,  and  seek- 
ing for  the  door  by  which  she  might 
enter  the  path  of  Life.  Still  it  was 
some  time  before  she  found  it,  and 
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why?  I could  see  the  door,  and  I 
wondered  that  the  Child  saw  it  not ; 
but  there  was  another  who  must 
show  her  that  door,  and  lead  her  to 
it,  and  to  her  guidance  she  did  not 
at  first  seem  inclined  to  trust  her- 
self. This  was  Faith,  whom  I saw 
standing  with  a clear  bright  eye 
fixed  firmly  upon  the  Cross,  which 
was  at  the  entrance  to  the  path  of 
Eternal  Life ; but  still  the  Child  went 
sadly  on,  until  thinking  again  of  her 
Guide-book,  she  opened  it  and  read 
the  words — 

“ Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  shalt  be  saved.” 

Then  the  film  began  to  pass  away 
from  her  eyes,  and  putting  her  hand 
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trustingly  into  the  hand  of  Faith, 
who  was  waiting  to  lead  her,  her 
sight  began  to  be  more  and  more 
clear.  She  caught  a faint  glimpse 
of  the  Cross,  she  saw  the  Door,  and 
over  it  the  words — 

“KNOCK,  AND  IT  SHALL  BE  OPENED  UNTO  YOU.” 

And  grasping  her  guide  strongly 
by  the  hand,  the  Child  went  for- 
ward, and,  with  trembling  emotions, 
knocked.  Then  the  Door  was  in- 
stantly opened,  and,  led  by  the 
hand  of  Faith,  she  entered  the  nar- 
row path  that  leadeth  unto  Life. 

Now  I saw  that  there  were  mul- 
titudes of  young  travellers  in  the 
path  our  youthful  Pilgrim  had  left. 
Some  were  hurrying  onward,  led 


THE  YOUTHFUL  PILGRIM. 


17 


by  "Vanity  and  Self-love,  in  the 
eager  pursuit  of  Folly  and  Pleasure ; 
but  in  the  ears  of  some,  that  same 
voice  was  sounding  which  had  whis- 
pered to  the  Child  and  besought  her 
to  return,  and  He  who  uttered  it  was 
earnestly  trying  to  persuade  them 
to  leave  that  dangerous  road  in 
which  they  were  walking,  and  enter 
the  path  of  Life.  But  I saw  that 
some  of  these,  after  listening  to  Him 
for  a moment,  turned  away  and  said 
to  Him,  “ Go  thy  way  for  this  time !” 
Others  gave  more  heed  to  his 
warnings,  and  when  He  sent  Convic- 
tion to  them,  they  even  allowed  her 
to  lead  them  a few  steps — but  they 

found  the  way  hard  and  toilsome, 
2* 
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while  all  in  the  path  of  Sin  looked 
bright  and  smooth,  and  they  soon 
broke  away  from  Conviction,  and 
hastened  back  again  to  join  their 
gay  companions  in  the  chase  after 
worldly  Pleasure. 

Others  there  were  who  even  went 
some  little  way  with  Repentance, 
and  wondered  that  they  did  not  find 
the  Door ; but  though  they  mourned 
over  their  sins,  they  could  not  make 
up  their  minds  to  forsake  them  for 
ever;  and  so  long  as  they  lingered 
by  them,  they  could  never  find  the 
Door,  which  was  farther  on. 

Some  I saw,  who,  pointing  to  a 
spot  in  the  pathway  before  them, 
thought  it  very  likely  that  when 
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they  reached  that,  they  should  be 
willing  to  return ; but  between  them 
and  that  spot  I noticed  many  pit- 
falls  and  chasms,  through  which 
travellers,  (and  sometimes  very 
youthful  ones,)  were  constantly  fall- 
ing and  disappearing  for  ever ; and 
I thought  it  very  unlikely  that  these 
would  ever  reach  the  place  they  had 
marked  out  as  the  turning  point. 
Those  who  did  were  less  willing  to 
return  than  they  had  been  when 
first  they  heard  the  voice ; but  still 
it  followed  and  whispered  to  them, 
when  they  either  turned  away  un- 
moved, or  pointed  to  a spot  still  far- 
ther on,  where  they  had  resolved  they 
would  turn  and  retrace  their  steps. 


20 


THE  YOUTHFUL  PILGRIM. 


A few  entered,  as  they  supposed,  the 
way  of  Life — but  they  were  not  led 
by  the  hand  of  Faith,  neither  did 
they  enter  by  the  only  true  Door, 
and  so  some  of  them  soon  grew 
weary,  and  turned  back  to  the  path 
of  Sin.  Others  are  still  feebly  tra- 
velling on,  only  to  hear,  when  they 
arrive  at  the  end  of  their  course,  the 
words,  “ I never  knew  you.”  So  that 
very  small  was  the  number  of  those 
who  listened  to  the  voice  that  whis- 
pered. to  them,  and  returned  truly 
repenting,  carefully  studying  their 
Guide-book,  and  earnestly  seeking 
by  Faith  and  finding  through  Grace 
the  only  true  road  to  peace,  happi- 
ness, and  life. 
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As  our  young  Pilgrim  was  about 
entering  this  path,  I saw  several  of 
her  gay  young  friends  calling  after 
her,  and  beckoning  to  her  to  go  back 
with  them.  They  told  her  the  path 
she  was  seeking  was  narrow  and 
steep  and  difficult,  while  their’ s was 
broad  and  downward  and  easy. 
But  the  Child  answered  firmly, 
“Though  the  gate  be  strait,  and 
the  way  be  narrow,  yet  it  leadeth 
unto  Life and  then  they  pointed 
at  her  and  ridiculed  her,  and  called 
her  a saint  in  derision,  but  “none  of 
these  things  moved  her;”  and  when 
she  turned  to  them  and  tried  to  per- 
suade them  to  go  with  her,  they  soon 
drew  back  and  left  her  to  go  alone. 
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Now  after  the  Child  had  entered 
the  Strait  Gate,  I saw  that  her 
former  dress  had  been  taken  from 
her,  and  Faith  had  arrayed  her  in  a 
beautiful  garment  of  fine  linen,  clean 
and  white,  which  is  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  saints.  A staff  had  been 
placed  in  her  hand,  called  Reliance 
on  God,  by  which  she  might  be 
supported  through  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  way.  A light  had  been  given 
her,  which  she  had  been  charged  to 
keep  trimmed  and  burning,  and  hold 
aloft,  that  by  it  she  might  show  to 
others  the  Way  of  Life.  Faith  was 
still  her  guide,  while  Humility,  Love, 
Devotion,  and  other  Christian  Graces 
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attended  upon  lier  footsteps:  and 
with  her  eye  fixed  on  the  Cross,  she 
steadily  pursued  her  way. 

Yet  I watched  the  Child  with 
trembling ; for  though  I knew  that 
she  had  entered  by  the  only  true 
way,  yet  I saw  many  dangers  and 
difficulties  and  trials,  through  which 
she  would  be  called  to  pass ; and  I 
could  see  that,  in  some  places,  the 
road  was  not  at  once  to  be  distin- 
guished from  other  paths  which  ran 
close  along  by  the  side  of  it  or 
branched  off  from  it. 

Then,  too,  I saw  Temptation  stand- 
ing by  the  way,  laying  snares  for 
her  feet;  and  Doubt  and  Fear  on 
either  side  of  the  road,  waiting  to 
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alarm  her.  Another  reason,  too, 
I had  for  trembling.  I saw  many 
young  travellers,  who,  as  I sup- 
posed, had  entered  by  the  right 
Door,  but  who  were  straying  so  far 
from  the  true  path  that  it  seemed 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  find 
it  again.  Their  lights  had  nearly 
gone  out,  and  they  were  stumbling 
and  falling  in  darkness. 

But  I hoped  for  the  young  Pilgrim 
that  her  light  would  be  always 
bright,  and  that  she  would  keep 
straight  onward  in  the  narrow  way, 
without  swerving  to  the  right  hand 
or  to  the  left. 

For  a time,  all  went  well  with  her. 
When  she  came  to  a place  where 
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tlie  right  path  was  not  distinctly 
before  her,  she  would  rest  a moment 
to  consult  her  Guide-book,  and,  cling- 
ing to  the  hand  of  Faith,  she  would 
pray  her  Lord  to  show  her  the  way 
in  which  she  should  go:  then  He 
would  kindly  condescend  to  point  it 
out  to  her. 

When  Temptation  tried  her  va- 
rious arts  to  win  her  from  the 
path  of  duty,  though  the  struggle 
was  sometimes  hard,  yet,  with  His 
help  who  had  promised  to  succour 
her,  she  came  off  conqueror,  and 
more  than  conqueror.  When  Doubt 
whispered  in  her  ear,  or  Fear,  with 
her  pale  face,  pointed  to  dangers  in 
the  way,  then  would  she  cry  to  the 
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Lord  in  her  trouble,  and  this  would 
be  the  burden  of  her  prayer : 

“ Increase  my  faith — increase  my  hope, 

When  doubts  and  fear  prevail : 

Oh,  bear  my  fainting  spirit  up, 

Or  soon  my  strength  will  fail. 

“ Whene’er  temptations  fright  my  heart 
Or  lure  my  feet  aside, 

My  God ! thy  powerful  aid  impart, 

My  guardian  and  my  guide. 

“ Oh  keep  me  in  thy  heavenly  way, 

And  bid  the  tempter  flee, 

And  let  me  never,  never  stray 
From  happiness  and  thee.” 

Only  once  did  I see  the  Child  in 
grievous  peril.  For  some  time  all 
had  seemed  smooth  and  flowery. 
She  had  even  ceased  to  watch  for 
enemies.  She  no  longer  sought  earn- 
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estly  for  the  right  path ; and,  coming 
to  a point  where  another  road 
branched  off  from  the  one  in  which 
she  was  travelling,  she  did  not 
wait  to  examine  her  Guide-book, 
but  carelessly  took  the  path  which 
appeared  the  most  pleasant,  and 
which  “seemed  to  her  to  be  right.” 
She  had  let  go  the  hand  of  Faith. 
She  had  almost  unconsciously 
dropped  her  staff,  Reliance  on  God, 
and  had  picked  up  another,  called 
Self-righteousness.  But  she  soon 
found  herself  in  the  miry  paths  of 
Sin,  her  staff  proved  but  a “ broken 
reed,”  and  she  had  fallen  into  the 
mire — the  beautiful  garments  were 
defiled,  and  her  light  nearly  extin- 


28 


THE  YOUTHFUL  PILGRIM. 


guished,  when  suddenly  Conviction 
came  again  and  pointed  out  her 
danger.  Then,  out  of  the  depths, 
she  cried  unto  the  Lord,  who  again 
sent  unto  her  Repentance.  Gladly 
she  put  herself  under  her  guidance, 
and  was  led  back  through  the  waters 
of  Humiliation,  till  she  arrived  again 
at  the  “old  path,”  where  she  found 
her  trusty  friend  Faith  waiting  to 
lead  her,  and  Peace  ready  to  embrace 
her ; and  again  she  beheld  the  Cross, 
and  was  happy. 

Now  the  great  danger  she  had 
been  in  caused  our  young  Pilgrim 
to  be  more  watchful  and  prayerful ; 
and  while  she  rejoiced  that  she  had 
again  found  the  true  path,  it  was 
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with  fear  and  trembling.  Trusting 
to  her  former  staff,  which  she  found 
where  she  had  dropped  it,  she  ever 
after  walked  boldly  on,  looking  care- 
fully for  the  footsteps  of  “ them  who 
through  Faith  and  Patience  have 
inherited  the  promises.”  Her  robes 
were  washed  in  a fountain  of  blood, 
and  became  white  and  pure  as  she 
drew  near  her  journey’s  end.  For 
the  young  Pilgrim’s  journey  was  not 
long.  The  river  of  Death  taking  a 
sudden  turn,  she  came  to  it  before 
she  was  aware,  and  the  first  notice 
she  had  of  it  was  its  dark  waters 
rolling  at  the  feet  of  the  astonished 
Child.  For  a moment  she  drew 

back  affrighted,  but  I heard  a voice 
3* 
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saying  unto  her,  “ Fear  not,  for  I 
am  with  thee.  Be  not  dismayed,  for 
I am  thy  God.  I will  strengthen 
thee,  yea,  I will  help  thee,  yea,  I 
will  support  thee.” 

Then  I saw  Faith  sustaining  her, 
and  the  strong  arm  of  her  Saviour 
was  around  her.  Moreover,  He  had 
placed  in  one  of  her  hands  a rod, 
and  in  the  other  a staff,  to  help  her 
over  this  last  but  most  dreaded  part 
of  her  pilgrimage.  Then  she  said, 
“ Though  I walk  through  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  I will  fear 
no  evil — for  Thou  art  with  me : thy 
rod  and  thy  staff,  they  comfort  me.” 
And  thus  supported  and  thus  com- 
forted, she  bowed  her  head,  and, 
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with  a smile  of  peace  and  triumph, 
the  Child  stepped  fearlessly  into  the 
dark  waters,  and  I saw  her  no 
more! 


A Letter  to  the  Child  who  has  read  this 
little  story. 

My  Dear  Young  Friend  : 

The  story  you  have  just  been  read- 
ing is  called  an  allegory,  and  I will 
now  try  to  explain  it  very  simply, 
so  that  every  child  who  is  able  to 
read  may  also  understand  it.  You 
often  meet  with  allegories  in  the 
Bible,  and  in  other  books,  where 
this  life  of  our’s  is  described  as  a 
road  on  which  we  are  taking  a 
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journey,  or  a sea  on  which  we  are 
sailing — a race  which  a Christian  is 
running,  or  a fight  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  These  are  allegories.  And 
this  little  story  which  you  have 
read  is  intended  to  describe  a little 
girl  who  repents  of  her  sins  and 
becomes  a Christian;  and  as  you 
must  some  day  or  other  do  as  she 
did,  or  be  miserable  for  ever,  I will 
try  to  explain  to  you  what  she 
felt  in  her  heart,  and  what  she  did : 
and  I hope  you  will  do  the  same, 
except  that  I would  not  have  you 
do  like  her  when  she  did  wrong. 

You  see  that  this  little  girl,  like 
every  one  in  the  world,  had  been 
born  in  sin,  and  she  had  continued 
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a sinner, — every  day  doing  wicked 
things  and  disobeying  God’s  com- 
mandments. Her  sitting  down  by 
the  way-side  means  that  she  began 
to  think  how  wicked  she  had  been. 
The  Prince  of  Darkness  means  Sa- 
tan, who  would  gladly  have  you  and 
every  one  else  come  to  that  wretched 
place  where  he  is,  and  where  the 
wicked  will  dwell  for  ever.  He  hates 
God  and  every  thing  good,  and  does 
all  he  can  to  keep  people  from 
going  to  heaven.  This  child’s 
mind  had  always  been  taken  up 
with  the  foolish  pleasures  of  the 
world ; but  though  she  thought  she 
should  enjoy  them  very  much,  still 
she  was  not  happy.  There  was 
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something  else  she  needed  to  make 
her  heart  peaceful  and  at  rest ; and 
this  was  religion.  But  this  she 
would  never  obtain  of  herself.  The 
Spirit  of  God  comes  into  the  heart, 
and  it  is  this  Holy  Spirit  who  is 
represented  as  whispering  to  the 
child,  and  trying  to  persuade  her  to 
return. 

My  young  friend,  have  you  ever 
felt  that  you  were  a sinner  ? When 
your  mother  or  your  Sunday-school 
teacher  has  been  talking  with  you, 
or  your  minister  has  preached  about 
heaven  and  hell,  or  some  young 
companion  has  suddenly  fallen  sick 
and  died,  or  some  dreadful  sickness, 
(like  the  cholera  or  scarlet  fever,)  has 
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been  raging  around  you, — have  you 
never  felt  frightened  lest  you  too 
should  die,  and  have  you  not  then 
wished  yourself  a Christian  ? The 
Spirit  of  God  was  striving  with  you, 
and  trying  to  make  you  think  of 
these  things  and  leave  off  sinning 
and  begin  to  love  God.  You  heard 
no  voice,  but  whenever  you  have  felt 
so,  then  the  Spirit  of  God  was 
whispering  to  your  heart. 

Then,  in  her  trouble,  the  thought 
of  the  blessed  Bible  came  into  the 
mind  of  the  child.  All  her  life  had 
she  seen  the  Bible ; every  day  had  she 
heard  it  read,  but  yet  she  had  never 
thought  of  the  goodness  of  God  in  giv- 
ing us  this  holy  Book  to  teach  us  how 
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to  go  to  heaven ! My  young  friend, 
have  you  ever  thought  what  a bless- 
ed thing  it  is  to  have  the  Bible? 
And  have  you  ever  thought  how 
many  there  are  who  have  never  seen 
or  heard  of  this  precious  Book,  and 
who  probably  never  will , though 
they  must  all  appear  at  the  judg- 
ment-seat of  Christ  ? What  then  do 
you  think  becomes  of  those  who 
have  the  Bible  always  by  them,  and 
yet  never  read  nor  study  it?  Let 
me  persuade  you  never  to  let  a day 
pass  without  reading  the  Bible  and 
trying  to  understand  and  think  about 
what  you  read. 

You  see  that  this  child  of  whom 
l have  been  telling  you  had  begun 
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to  read  the  Bible  carefully,  and  she 
found  that  the  only  way  to  get  to 
heaven,  was  by  believing  in  Jesus 
Christ,  who  came  down  from  heaven 
to  die  for  sinners.  Then  she  began 
to  pray  to  God  that  he  would  teach 
her  how  to  love  him,  and  how  to 
trust  in  the  Saviour ; and  he  answer- 
ed her  prayer. 

My  young  friend,  do  you  ever 
pray  f I do  not  mean  to  ask  if  you 
ever  say  over  the  prayers  that  you 
have  been  taught  to  say,  night  and 
morning, — but  do  you  ever  kneel 
down,  and  in  your  own  simple  words 
tell  God  that  you  are  sorry  for  all 
you  have  done  wrong — that  you 

want  to  love  Him,  and  be  good,  and 
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go  to  heaven  ? And  did  you  believe 
that  He  was  willing  to  listen  to  you, 
just  as  surely  as  if  you  saw  Him 
standing  by  you  and  bending  down 
His  ear  to  hear  your  prayer?  And 
did  you  believe  that  He  is  more 
willing  to  do  for  you  what  you  wish, 
than  your  own  father  and  mother 
are  to  give  you  the  things  you  ask 
them  for  ? He  says  he  is,  and  God 
never  speaks  any  thing  but  the 
truth.  If,  then,  you  have  ever 
prayed  in  this  way,  you  have  prayed 
with  faith,  which  means  really  be- 
lieving that  God  is  willing  to  hear 
and  answer  you.  But  remember 
this, — He  only  hears  you  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ,  His  only  and  be- 
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loved  Son,  who  was  perfectly  holy, 
and  yet  died  for  us  sinners ; and  be- 
cause God  loves  him  so  much,  He 
will  forgive  our  sins  and  take  us  to 
heaven  if  wTe  try  to  be  good, — only 
for  Jesus’  sake. 

Now  you  see  that  Conviction  wTas 
sent  to  the  child ; and  you  will  often 
hear  ministers  preach  and  Chris- 
tians talk  about  conviction  of  sin. 
This  means  that  she  began  to  feel 
how  wicked  and  sinful  she  had  been. 
She  began  to  remember  all  the 
■wicked  things  she  had  done;  and 
when  she  remembered  that  they 
had  been  committed  against  such 
a ph^i^aiid' ’ i&olyj  ,,b£ihg  /-as’  God 
is,  sl*e ; felt; ' ; th&C  It » . wptdd  be 
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right  in  him  to  punish  her  for 
ever. 

Then  came  Repentance.  When 
people  repent,  they  are  very  sorry 
that  they  have  sinned  against  God ; 
but  this  is  not  all.  They  promise 
and  determine  that,  if  God  will  help 
them,  they  will  try  not  to  sin  any 
more.  True  Christians  are  very 
careful  not  to  do  things  that  will 
displease  God;  and  when  they  do 
commit  sin,  they  are  very  sorry,  and 
they  pray  God  for  Jesus’  sake  to 
forgive  them.  But  this  child,  though 
she  felt  that  she  was  a sinner  and 
was  sorry  for  it,  had  not  yet  faith  to 
come ; . :She,  did  not •; really 
believe  for;  a y^hile,  that  wil- 


THE  YOUTHFUL  PILGRIM. 


41 


ling  to  save  lier;  but  when  she  did 
come  with  faith,  God  forgave  her 
sin.  Christ  was  willing  to  receive 
her,  and  she  became  a Christian. 
This  was  entering  the  path  of  life. 
And  now,  my  young  friend,  before 
we  go  any  farther,  I want  to  ask  you 
why  you  cannot  do  the  same  that 
this  little  girl  did?  Cannot  you 
look  back  on  your  short  life  and  see 
what  a sinner  you  have  been  ? 

Perhaps  you  think  you  have  never 
done  any  thing  “so  very  bad,”  and 
perhaps  you  think  you  are  better 
than  many  a little  boy  or  girl  whom 
you  know — such  as  those  who  steal 
and  lie  and  say  wicked  words.  But 

remember  you  are  by  nature  a sinner, 
4* 
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and  till  yon  love  the  Saviour  and 
believe  in  Him,  you  never  can  be 
saved.  Then,  too,  since  yon  were 
old  enough  to  know  right  from  wrong 
you  have  been  doing  things  that 
you  knew  to  be  wrong  every  day, 
and  God  has  marked  them  all  down 
in  his  Book,  and  some  day  or  other 
He  will  ask  you  all  about  them. 
Remember  too  that  he  not  only  sees 
what  you  do,  but  knows  every 
thought  that  passes  through  your 
heart,  even  those  that  you  would  not 
tell  to  a brother  or  sister.  All  are 
as  open  and  plain  to  Him  as  the 
words  on  this  page  are  to  you. 

Oh,  how  you  will  wish,  when  you 
grow  older,  that  you  had  turned  to 
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God,  before  you  had  so  many  sins 
as  you  will  then  have  to  repent  of! 
God  commands  you  to  repent  now. 
It  will  be  harder  to-morrow  than 
to-day,  and  much  harder  next  week 
than  this.  Then  there  is  a promise 
to  you  that  is  not  made  to  older 
people,  it  is  this: — “They  that  seek 
me  early  shall  find  me.”  Do  not 
forget  this,  but  make  up  your  mind 
while  you  are  reading  it,  that  you 
will  repent  of  your  sins  and  believe 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  ask 
God  for  help  that  you  may  do  it. 

As  many  others  were  pursuing 
the  path  of  Sin,  which  the  young 
Pilgrim  had  just  left,  so  there  are 
multitudes  of  children  and  young 
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persons,  as  well  as  older  ones,  who 
are  sinners, — entirely  taken  np  with 
the  follies  and  vanities  of  the  world, 
and  who  never  think  of  God  or  hea- 
ven. With  many  of  them  the  Spirit 
of  God  strives,  and  they  begin  to 
feel  afraid  when  they  think  of  their 
sins ; bnt  they  try  to  get  rid  of  these 
feelings  and  put  off  thinking  about 
such  things  for  the  present.  Others 
feel  sorry  that  they  tire  sinners,  and 
would  be  glad  to  escape  the  punish- 
ment of  sin,  but  are  not  willing  to 
leave  off  sinning;  and  as  long  as 
they  continue  to  feel  so  they  can 
never  be  saved. 

Some  put  off  repentance  till  they 
are  a little  older,  and  then  they  think 
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they  will  certainly  turn  about  and  be- 
come religious ; but  it  is  very  likely 
they  will  die  before  the  time  they 
have  fixed  upon  comes,  since  many 
as  young  as  they  are  constantly  dy- 
ing. But  even  if  they  should  live 
till  that  time  comes,  they  will  not 
probably  be  any  more  willing  to  at- 
tend to  the  salvation  of  their  souls 
then,  than  they  have  been  before. 

Sometimes  people  appear  to  be- 
come Christians  who  are  mistaken, 
and  soon  give  up  the  hope  that  they 
are  Christians.  Others  there  are, 
who  will  continue  to  deceive  them- 
selves in  this  way  till  they  die  and 
go  to  the  judgment. 

I have  told  you  that  I saw  some  of 
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the  gay  companions  of  the  child  who 
had  now  become  a Pilgrim,  calling 
after  her  to  return  and  go  with  them 
in  the  way  of  sin.  So  sinners  some- 
times dislike  it  that  their  friends 
should  become  religious,  and  they 
try  to  persuade  them  that  religion 
is  a gloomy  thing,  and  sometimes 
they  ridicule  them,  and  try  to  laugh 
them  out  of  their  serious  thoughts. 

The  young  Pilgrim’s  former  dress 
was  taken  from  her,  and  she  was 
clothed  by  Faith  in  the  right- 
eousness of  God,  and  I will  try 
and  tell  you  what  that  means. 
When  a person  leaves  olf  sinning 
and  really  becomes  a child  of  God 
through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  he  is 
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treated  by  God  as  righteous,  not  be- 
cause there  is  any  thing  good  in  him- 
self, but  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ 
who  is  holy  and  perfect,  and  who 
died  that  the  sinner  might  live,  and 
for  the  very  purpose  of  saving  him 
from  the  curse  of  the  law  by  being 
made  a curse  for  him.  “As  by  the 
offence  of  one  judgment  came  upon 
all  men  to  condemnation,  even  so 
by  the  righteousness  of  one  the  free 
gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justi- 
fication of  life.*” 

The  staff  on  which  the  young  Pil- 
grim leans  is  reliance  on  God,  or  a 
trust  in  God,  which  will  enable  us 
to  bear  the  trials  and  troubles  of 
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this  life,  for  he  will  give  strength  to 
those  that  trust  in  Him. 

A light  was  also  given  her,  which 
she  is  to  keep  trimmed  and  burning. 
This  means  that  she  is  to  show  to 
all  around  that  she  is  a Christian, 
and  try  to  do  all  the  good  she  can 
in  the  world,  and  to  persuade  others 
to  love  and  serve  God.  The  young 
Christian  must  always  be  watchful 
and  careful,  for  there  are  many 
things  in  the  world  around  him  to 
make  him  forget  that  he  is  only  to 
stay  here  a little  while,  and  that  soon 
he  must  die  and  go  to  judgment. 
But  if  he  studies  the  Bible,  and 
prays  much  and  with  such  Faith  as 
I have  been  telling  you  about,  God 
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will  hear  and  answer  him ; and  if  he 
is  not  quite  certain  what  he  ought 
to  do,  (like  the  Child  when  she  came 
to  paths  which  branched  off  from 
the  right  one,)  then  if  he  prays  to 
God  to  direct  him,  God  will  in  some 
manner  make  him  know  what  he 
ought  to  do. 

Once  you  see  this  Child  wished  to 
do  something  which  was  wrong,  and 
she  forgot  to  read  her  Guide-book 
carefully  and  pray  to  God  to  tell  her 
what  to  do,  and  she  committed  some 
sins  that  gave  her  a great  deal  of 
trouble.  But  she  was  very  sorry 
for  them,  and  afterward  was  more 
careful  and  watchful,  and  became 
more  and  more  holy  every  day,  which 
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is,  what  is  meant  by  Sanctification, 
till  with  very  little  warning  she 
found  that  •she  was  going  to  die. 
For  a little  while  she  was  frightened, 
but  then  she  was  persuaded  that 
if  she  died  she  should  go  to  be  happy 
with  God.  He  gave  her  strength 
in  the  hour  when  her  soul  departed 
from  her  body,  and  the  child  was 
not  afraid  to  die. 

My  young  friend,  would  you  not 
like  to  have  a hope  in  Christ  that 
would  take  away  the  fear  of  death, 
and  make  you  happy  in  this  world 
and  happy  in  the  world  to  come? 
Then  go  to  Jesus  now.  Pray  to  Him 
now,  believing  that  He  will  hear  you 
now.  Go  just  as  you  are. 
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If  you  tarry  till  you’re  better, 

You  will  never  go  at  all. 

And  as  the  young  Pilgrim’s  dress 
was  taken  from  her  that  she  might 
be  arrayed  in  a robe  made  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  so  must  you 
come,  not  with  any  goodness  of  your 
own,  but  trusting  only  in  the  atone- 
ment of  Christ,  that  your  sins  may 
be  pardoned.  And  if  you  seek  Him 
in  this  way,  I can  assure  you,  He 
will  receive  you  and  love  you,  and 
after  the  few  short  years  you  are  to 
spend  on  this  earth  are  over,  He  will 
take  you  to  dwell  with  Him  in  hea- 
ven for  ever. 

That  all  who  read  this  little 
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book  may  lead  tlie  life,  and  die  the 
happy  death  of  the  Christian,  is  the 
prayer  of  their  sincere  but  unknown 
friend, 

The  Author. 
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